
Charles at Queen’s Park
Charles has kept up his commitment to raise the 
issues that are important to our community in the 
Ontario legislature. He has made several statements 
in the house, including one on March 5th about the 
importance of nurses.

On December 11th, Charles asked the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing to work with the 
region to build more affordable housing units and 
address the issue of wait lists for social housing.

Because power concerns are at the forefront in 
our community, on November 26th, he pressed the 
Minister of Energy and Infrastructure to explain the 
RFP process underway for a new gas-�red power 
plant, and answer why, in light of our air quality, 
new power generation is being proposed for the 
southwest GTA.

As part of Charles’ responsibilities with the Standing 
Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs, he 
also travelled across Ontario for the committee’s 
pre-budget consultations.

For more information on Charles’ activities, please 
visit his website at www.CharlesSousa.ca.
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How to contact us...

Dear friends,

Welcome to the special Green Energy Issue of our community update!

Our government recently introduced the Green Energy Green Economy 
Act. This ground breaking legislation will be a key driver in Ontario’s 
green economy, and allow for much more renewable energy to be added 
to the grid.

This is in addition to our existing commitments to increase renewables 
and conservation. Because conservation starts at home, please take 
a look at Page 3 of this newsletter for some helpful hints on how to 
reduce your energy use and your carbon footprint.

Energy concerns are at the forefront in south Mississauga. The OPA is 
currently running a Request for Proposal (RFP) process to locate a new 
gas-fired power plant in the southwest GTA, and I share the concerns of 
ratepayers and community leaders. That’s why I joined with community 
leaders and pressed the OPA to come to Mississauga on a number of 
occasions to speak with the public and answer our questions about the 
process and address the unique sensitivities of our community.

My duty is to my constituents first. That’s why I will continue to express 
the needs of our community and make sure our concerns remain at 
the forefront throughout this process. Petitions on this issue are also 
available at my office. I encourage you to stay involved.

Of course, I’ve also stayed active at Queen’s Park. During an emergency 
session of the Legislature, MPP’s voted to end the strike at York 
University. I also had the privilege of touring the province in preparation 
for the upcoming budget, as part of my responsibilities with the 
Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact our office.

All the best,

Charles Sousa, MPP
Mississauga South

Addressing poverty 
Poverty affects all of us. A recent report found that 
both the federal and Ontario governments are losing 
as much as $13.1 billion a year because of poverty. 
That puts the cost of poverty at almost $3,000 for 
every household in the province.

But more importantly, poverty takes a human toll.

Every child should have the opportunity to succeed 
in life, and those facing economic challenges should 
have access to the tools they need to get ahead.

That’s 
why, after 
extensive 
community 
consultations 
across the 
province, 
including 
here in south 
Mississauga, 
the 
government 
announced on 
December 4th 
its new long-
term plan to 
break the cycle of poverty.

It sets an aggressive and achievable target for 
poverty reduction in Ontario by committing to 
reducing the number of children living in poverty 
by 25 per cent over 5 years. That translates into 
90,000 kids being lifted out of poverty!

But of course, there is more work to do. That’s why 
Charles hosted a networking session in January 
for service providers and poverty stakeholders. 
By working together and exchanging ideas, we will 
be able to further improve the quality of service 
available to those in need.

Together, we are committed to breaking the cycle 
of poverty. In order to stay competitive in the global 
economy, we need to make sure that everyone has 
the skills and support they need to succeed.

If you are in need of assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to contact our office at (905) 274-8228.

Standing up for York Students
During an emergency recall of the legislature in January, Charles was there 
to support back to work legislation for York University.

In a statement to the house, Charles told members that he was hearing 
from students, who were worried about their year, their summer jobs and 
their future, as well as from parents who were concerned that their children 
were losing valuable time and opportunity.

While he supports and respects collective bargaining, the deadlock at York 
was negatively affecting too many people.

Negotiations had reached an impasse, and it came at the expense  
of students.

For this reason, Charles supported legislation to end the strike and get 
students back in the classroom.

In these tough economic times we need everyone at their best, and as 
such we cannot afford to have 45,000 of our brightest young people 
sitting idle.

The back to work legislation was passed on Thursday, January 29th. 
Students were back in the classroom the following Monday.

Charles was at City Hall 
on March 6 to announce 
$16 million in provincial 
gas tax funding for 
Mississauga Transit. 
Left to right: Geoff 
Marinoff, Director of 
Mississauga Transit, 
Peter Fonseca, MPP 
for Mississauga East-
Cooksville, Mayor 
McCallion, and Charles.

Charles presents the 
MVP award at the 
World Juniors game at 
the Hershey Centre

Minister Deb Matthews joins Charles 
in Mississauga to discuss poverty in 
our community

FSC LOGO

Community Calendar
March 28 th

Earth Hour – 8:30pm
Switch off your lights for 1 hour  
in support of conservation and  
the environment

April 22 nd  
Earth Day 
April 25 th  
12:00pm – 3:00pm
Charles’ Open House 
Stop by our office to meet Charles 
and pick up a reusable shopping bag

May 9 th – 10th 

Mississauga Marathon
May 24 th – 26th 

Carassauga
June 19 th – 21st  
Waterfront Festival
July 1 st  
Paint the Town Red
September 11 th – 13th 
Southside Shuf�e  
Blues & Jazz Festival



CREATING A  
CONSERVATION CULTURE:
The most important kilowatt of 
electricity is the one we don’t use. 
Conservation is a critical part of 
Ontario’s green energy future. It will 
create green jobs for the people who 
carry out retrofits, as well as workers with expertise 
in energy efficient construction. Conservation will 
also improve productivity, while helping Ontarians to 
manage their energy costs.

Why we need to drive a green economy.
The proposed Green Energy Act, if passed, would propel 
Ontario to become a North American green energy 
leader, creating new jobs over the next three years as 
well as generating billions of dollars in green economic 
investments in communities across the province.

Through a culture of conservation and enhanced 
opportunities for small, medium and large renewable 
energy projects, the Green Energy Act would dramatically 
reduce Ontario’s dependency on dirty coal power, leading 
us towards cleaner, greener energy sources that are better 
for our economy and better for our climate.

The Ontario Government is committed to the GEA and its 
promise of a greener future. A future in which we will know 
the true significance of the decisions we are making today.
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>> Put your home appliances, 
entertainment system and 
computers on a power bar and  
turn it off when not in use.

>> A water saving shower head 
consumes less water and the extra 
fuel needed to heat up the water.

>> Have a quick shower instead of  
a bath

>> Screensavers do not save energy 
- 60% of the power used by a 
computer is used by the monitor

>> Choose a laptop computer over a 
desktop

>> More than half of the water we 
apply to our lawns and gardens  
is lost to evaporation or runoff

>> Unplug the chargers for your 
electronics

>> Think before you Ink - do you need 
to print it and can you use both 
sides of the sheet of paper?

>> Use motion sensors with exterior 
lighting

>> Unplug your coffee maker, toaster 
and microwave when not in use

>> Use your dryer after 8 pm or a 
clothesline for better savings

>> Save water by turning off the  
tap when brushing your teeth

>> Fill a 4 litre bottle with water  
and place it in the back of your 
toilet tank

>> Save water and energy by  
installing low flow aerators  
on faucets

>> Replace leaking or dripping 
washers or taps

>> Cool your home to 24°C or more 
instead of the low 20s

>> Car pool or use public transit
>> Do not flush expired or unused 
medication down the toilet or sink 
Return them to the pharmacist  
or to a household hazardous  
waste depot

>> Drain a pail of water from your 
natural gas hot water tank every  
3 months

>> Save heating energy by washing 
clothes in cold water

>> Use rechargeable batteries
>> Bring your own cloth or reusable 
bags to the store

>> Use liquid laundry detergent 
instead of powder

>> Idling a vehicle for 10 min a day 
uses an average of 100 litres of 
gas a year

>> Select ENERGY STAR products 
when replacing products in your 
home and workplace.

>> Use compact florescent light bulbs
>> Check the seal on your refrigerator 
by placing a bill in between the 
door and seal. If you can easily  

pull it out, your seal is costing  
you money

>> Ceiling fans can be used to 
supplement or as an alternative 
to air conditioning

>> Compost organic waste to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions

>> Do not waste hot water by  
pre-rinsing dishes and air dry  
your dishes

>> Clean or replace the air filters on 
your furnace every 3 months

>> Wrap your electric water heater in 
an insulated blanket

>> Programmable thermostats with 
a built-in timer allow you to lower 
the heat

>> An ENERGY STAR dehumidifier can 
help save on electricity costs by 
reducing the demand on your air 
conditioner

>> Ensure all windows and doors are 
sealed properly

>> Use an electric kettle to boil water - 
not the stove

>> Less energy is consumed when 
lights are turned on and off as you 
come and go than if a light is left 
on all the time.

Conservation
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle 

Let us help you save  
energy & money

Ontario Home Energy Audit and  
Retrofit Rebate Programs

Cool Savings  
Rebate Program

Incentives to help you reduce 
electricity consumption

www.everykilowattcounts.com/
residential/coolsavings

1-877-797-9473

GREEN GUIDE:
A glossary to green up your vocabulary.

Feed-in Tariff
A comprehensive Feed-in Tariff is a new incentive to North America; one which 
boldly encourages the adoption of a new renewable energy supply with fi xed pric-
es for different forms of renewable energy. This provides reliability and improved 
access to fi nancing for those looking to invest in projects. 

Solar Energy
Solar energy is the Sun’s radiant light and heat that has been 
harnessed by using a range of evolving technologies to pro-
duce energy. The most common technologies used are pho-
tovoltaic (creating electricity) and solar thermal (heating air 
and water). The energy captured by these technologies can 
be used to provide electricity to the grid, or to offset energy needs 
that would have otherwise been produced using other fuel sources. 

Biomass & Biogas
Biomass and biogas are both derived from combustible plant 
and animal materials that can be used to produce heat and 
power. Biogas is processed into a gas, while biomass is used 
as a solid. While these fuels do emit carbon, they are con-
sidered renewable. Unlike fossil fuels, the carbon emitted by 
biofuels can be recaptured in a single life-cycle by re-growing 
the source fuel, making them carbon neutral. 

Wind Power
On land or off shore, wind power is created by capturing the 
force of the wind and converting it into electricity, typically us-
ing technologies such as wind turbines. Friction caused by the 
wind’s forces spins the turbine and is converted to electricity. 
Ontario is Canada’s leader in wind power. 

Water Power
Hydroelectric power is typically produced by harnessing the 
force of falling or fl owing water to turn a turbine. Like wind 
power, it uses the friction created to generate electricity. Water 
power can also be used for peaking power, by storing water in 
reserves for later use. Hydroelectric power is the most widely 
used form of renewable energy. Think Niagara Falls!

BENEFITS OF A GREEN ENERGY SYSTEM:

Paid for by the Toronto Centre
Provincial Liberal Association

Data Source: The Ontario Power Authority 
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DID YOU KNOW?
•	 �In 2008 Ontario set records for wind and water 	

power generation.
•	 �About 25% of Ontario’s power comes from renewable 

energy sources.
•	 �About 75 per cent of the electricity we used last year 

came from a combination of water and nuclear power.
•	 �One of North America’s largest solar farms is currently 

under construction near Sarnia.

Provides homeowners with up to $150 towards the 
cost of a home energy audit and rebates of up to 
$10,000 (50% paid by the Province-50% paid by 
the Federal ecoEnergy Retrofit-Homes Program) for 
retrofits that address the energy issues identified in 
the audit.
www.homeenergyontario.ca  
1-888-668-4636 www.gov.on.ca

Ontario’s Road to
Green Energy


